Abstract
How do conceptions of Allah’s being in Islam in relate to conceptions of God’s being in Christianity? Two Qur’anic passages that describe Allah’s being, Surah 112 and Surah 24:35, lead to the claims Allah is unity and Allah is the light. Drawing on Islamic theology and a breadth of tafsir (commentary) literature, I study these two claims pertaining to Allah’s being (tawhid). Then I examine a Christian understanding of God’s unity, and the meaning of ‘God is light’ in 1 John 1:5, drawing on trinitarian theologians and biblical commentaries. Next the implications of these studies for Islamic and Christian doctrines of creation will also be analysed. The conclusion addresses whether the Islamic and Christian conceptions of the divine being studied are comparable, compatible, contrasting, or contradictory. The goal is to contribute toward the wider discussion of the inter-relation between the Islamic Allah and Biblical God.
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