
Is Heaven Really Our Home? 
 

In yet another great Hillsong album (Glorious Ruins, 2013), the lyrics 
“heaven is our home” are found in the song Christ is Enough. It’s a 

great song, but that line is misleading. As I read Scripture, heaven is 
not our home, earth is. God didn’t create us and put us in heaven; He 

put us on earth. And what made it home was that God was there, here, 
with us, walking in the garden in the cool of the day. 

 
Bible scholar N. T. Wright (author of Surprised By Hope) says “Heaven 

and earth in the Bible are not miles apart from each other, either 
geographically or ontologically. Heaven and earth are the overlapping 

spheres of created reality. Heaven is God’s space; earth is our space…” 
 

The problem is not that we live on earth and God lives in heaven. The 

problem is their separation since Genesis 3. And yet these two spheres 
do overlap at certain places in the Bible: the Tabernacle, the Temple, 

Jesus, and now the Church indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 
 

If earth is our home, and not heaven, then what does 1 Thessalonians 
4 mean where we meet the Lord in the clouds? That passage is about 

the homecoming of the King, patterned on a Roman commander 
returning from a victorious military campaign. A crowd would meet the 

victor outside the city and then in an exuberant victory parade escort 
him home. At Jesus’ return God’s people will “meet the Lord in the air” 

as they welcome and escort Him to earth as the returning triumphant 
King. 

 
Our mission is to cooperate with Holy Spirit in bringing heaven to earth, 

now. And as we do this is a foretaste and downpayment of what is to 

come. 
 

My favourite biblical picture of eternal life is found in Revelation 21, 
which talks about the coming of the New Jerusalem from heaven to 

earth. The most beautiful aspect of this is heaven and earth will be 
finally and irrevocably united: “God’s dwelling-place is now among the 

people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God.” 

 
So what does that mean for us, in New Zealand, here and now? This 

has many implications, such as for how we steward creation (maybe 
the Greenies have a point?). For me one major implication is it 

undercuts my periodic temptation with either a defeatist or an escapist 
mindset.  

 

It means I must reject any mental flirtation with a defeatism that 
believes the church is under siege from the world and we’ve just got 



to hold on until we get to escape out of this suffering-filled planet to a 

transcendental plane, and the world gets burned up with fire. It means 
we have been saved out of the world in order to be agents of 

transformation in the world. Yes the weeds of unrighteousness are 
rising, but so is the wheat of the kingdom of God – in us and through 

us. 
 

It is true our world lies under the power of the devil, the god of this 
age, and so the world opposes the church. C. S. Lewis is right: “Enemy-

occupied territory – that is what this world is. Christianity is the story 
of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, 

and is calling us to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” Our 
King is in the business of re-taking the planet, and through Jesus’ 

crucifixion and resurrection the beachhead of the kingdom of God has 
been established. D-Day is behind us. Victory is inevitable. The only 

one for whom a defeatist mindset is appropriate is the devil and his 

minions. And so we fight, we advance, not for victory but from victory. 
 

An escapist mindset is also off the table. We don’t long for a distant 
reality called heaven. Revelation 21 says heaven is on its way to earth, 

and is already among us as a downpayment and foretaste. Heaven is 
coming. God is coming. And by the Holy Spirit’s operation through the 

Church, heaven is breaking out ahead of time all over the place. Just 
in the past few weeks I know of people who have come back to God, 

others who have been physically healed. These are instances of the 
kingdom of heaven breaking out here on earth. Why would I want to 

be anywhere else? This is where the action is. 
 

On that future day when the new Jerusalem descends from heaven to 
earth, God will say: “I am making all things new.” And He will. What is 

as exciting is that, by His Holy Spirit through the Church, God has 

already started! And so we must, as the apostle Paul said, “stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 

Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” We 
are, you are, agents of Holy Spirit-empowered transformation. As we 

stay the course God will keep making all things new, until at last that 
ancient prophecy will be fulfilled, and “the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 
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