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This paper explores Newbigin's trinitarian missiology by first evaluating its theological basis, and then looking at the practical implications for the church's mission within Western culture today.  Newbigin claimed that "the doctrine of the Trinity... is the necessary starting point of preaching".  This statement actually involves two mutually related claims that are discussed using the resources of recent trinitarian theology.  First, evangelism begins with describing the triune God, and second, the triune nature of God is irreducibly bound up with the substance of the gospel.  This discussion evaluates these bold claims using the resources of trinitarian theology, taking the claims in reverse order because the second impinges upon the first.  The second part of this paper applies the fruits of this discussion to the church's mission within Western culture.  It briefly articulates a relational ontology based on the doctrine of the Trinity, and then describes a relational anthropology based on the imago Dei.  Next it explores Newbigin's theology of the inter-relatedness of all life as the clue to understanding missional election.  The practical implications this has for ecclesiology and missiology vis-à-vis Newbigin's understanding of the congregation as the hermeneutic of the gospel conclude this exploration.  They demonstrate the abiding significance of Lesslie Newbigin for continued theological, missiological, and practical reflection. 
